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" Then let us turn off the light, and sit in the dark and talk."
When alone in the evening, in order to save the electric
light, she would spend her time in promenading on the stair-
case.1

Monday, October zist.

To-day I finished the second chapter of my novel. I seem to be
rather uneasy as to its excellence. The date of the first part
worries me, as my own recollections don't begin till ten years
later than 1862. However, the effect of the novel will be a
cumulative one.

Lately I have been overworking, in spite of all resolutions to
the contrary. I rise at 6.30 or so, and after reading Italian,
one hour's walking etc. I begin on the novel at 9.30 and work
till 12.30. Then my afternoons are often taken up with articles.
I had meant to keep my afternoons quite free of composition.
Nevertheless, my health, thanks to walking 4 miles in an hour
each morning, is simply admirable, and I sleep well But my
eyesight is weakening.

Wednesday, October
In reading Stendhal's unpublished journal in the Mercure de
France, it seemed to me that in my journal I waste a great deal
of time in the proper construction of sentences. Quite unneces-
sary to do this in recording impressions.
Still much rain. A perfect baptism of damp this morning in
the forest, though not actually raining. The forest all yellow
and brown. Leaves falling continuously. Horse-chestnuts
quite yellow. Sound of water occasionally dislodged from the
trees by wind.
I have written over 2,000 words of third chap, yesterday and
to-day. I planned the chap, perfectly yesterday morning in
the forest.
Saturday , October z6th.
The forest is now, for me, at nearly its most beautiful Another
fortnight and the spectacle will be complete. But it is really
too dose to our doors for us to appreciate it properly. If we
had to walk 5 miles instead of 500 yards in order to get into one
1 This information was used by Arnold Bennett ten years later, when
"writing " Riceyman Steps '*.
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